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2009 Jerry Rucker Memorial Champion

Steve Francis of Ashland, Kentucky
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“Where It’s Always Showtime!”
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Quick Track Facts

Name:  Bluegrass Speedway

Owner:  Charles Hamilton

Promoters:  David and Anita Ferrell

Motto:  “Where It’s Always Showtime”

Website:  www.bluegrass-speedway.com

Seating Capacity:  7,500

VIP Suites:  9

Tower Area Includes:  Race Control, Press Box, and Public Address Box

Racing Surface:  Clay 

Lap Distance:  2,640 feet or ½ of a mile

First Event:  May 27, 1995

Super Late Model Track Record: Mike Marlar 14.657 (4/30/05)

First Late Model Feature Winner:  Johnny Wheeler (6/03/95)
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Jerry Rucker Memorial History

2004- Tim Tungate, Mike Jewell, Scott James, Jesse James Lay, Joey Daniel, Whitney McQueary, Timmy Yeager, Steve Landrum, Benji Lee, Jerry Rice, David Webb, Cody Mahoney, Bob Lanter, Bill Blair, Jr., Billy Meredith, Larry Wicker, Joey Kramer, Jeff Watson, Lee Devasier, Dustin Neat, Michael Chilton, Michael Wooldridge

2005- Brad Neat, Bryan Barber, Timmy Yeager, Mike Jewell, Michael England, Patrick Sheltra, Brandon Green, Joey Daniel, Billy Dever, Lee Devasier, Ed Behn, Cody Mahoney, Jordan Bland, Brian Shewmaker, Tim Tungate, David Copley, Michael Coontz, John Gill, Cliff Clark

2006- Jason Keltner, Brad Neat, Whitney McQueary, Joey Daniel, Larry Greer, Bryant Woodcock, Jimmy Owens, Jeff Watson, Mike Watson, Lee Devasier, Rick Corbin, Jerry Ellis, Jr., Cliff Clark, Mike Wooldridge (DNS-Timmy Yeager, Anthony 

Ferguson)

2007- Tim Tungate, Timmy Yeager, Dustin Neat, Cody Mahoney, Rick Corbin, Lee Devasier, Bryan Barber, Jordan Bland, Jeff Watson, Ed Behn, Tommy Carlton, Joey Tackett, Bobby Carrier, Jr., Whitney McQueary, Larry Greer, Jason Hinkle, Tony McKinney, Daryl Rucker, Charles Ross, Joey Daniel, Leo Brady, Sammy Kerr

2008- Dustin Neat, Terry English, Joey Daniel, Aaron Hatton, Brett Wyatt, Ed Behn, Joey Jones, Rick Corbin, Kevin Colston, Tommy Carlton, Jordan Bland, Bryant Woodcock, Johnny Wheeler, Jacob Webber, Matthew Rigdon

2009- Steve Francis, Dustin Linville, Jeff Watson, Greg Johnson, David Webb, Michael Chilton, Justin Rattliff, Mike Jewell, Tim Tungate, Jason Keltner, Jason Smith, Dylan Preston, Terry Keltner, Bobby Carrier, Jr., Larry Greer, Lee Devasier, Dustin Neat, Steve Barnett, Jarryd Holshouser, Jeremy Hines
-The Idea Behind The Jerry Rucker Memorial…


Mr. Jerry Rucker was the son of a former racer and began his racing career in the 1970’s and raced up through the early part of the 2003 racing season, before tragically losing his life in a work related trucking accident.  Jerry left behind a wife, Debbie, and two sons.  The idea for the inaugural Jerry Rucker Memorial was to make it a benefit event to help raise money for Mr. Rucker’s two sons’ college fund that was established after Mr. Rucker passed away.  The first two events raised $10,000 for the college fund and those folks involved at Bluegrass Speedway felt like it would be a nice event to keep on the racing schedule to pay homage to a driver that was extremely loyal to Bluegrass Speedway.  Jerry was well respected by his peers both on and off the track, and always was willing to lend a hand to a fellow competitor, along with always greeting everyone with a warm smile and handshake.  Thanks Jerry Rucker for all you have done for the racing in our area, and May God Speed you around the ultimate dirt racing facility, where you will race forever…
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Super Late Model Win List: 1995-April 25, 2009
Tim Tungate- 28

Jerry Rice- 1

Johnny Wheeler- 25

Cody Mahoney- 1

Brad Neat- 16


David Webb- 1

Joey Daniel- 11


Tim Prince- 1

Scotty Earl- 10


Eric Wells- 1

Darrell Lanigan- 8

Jordan Bland- 1

Timmy Yeager- 8

John Whitney- 1

Bryan Barber- 9


Justin Rattliff- 1

Mike Marlar- 8

Dustin Neat- 7

Josh Tarter- 7

Finn Watson- 7

Rick Corbin- 7

Mike Hawley- 6

Audie McWilliams- 5

Don O’Neal- 5

Whitney McQueary- 5

Mike Jewell- 5

Jason Keltner- 4

Shannon Babb- 4

John Gill- 4

Scott Bloomquist- 3

Jimmy Owens- 3

Jesse James Lay- 3

Steve Trabue- 3

Bob Pierce- 3

James Huff- 2

Jim Curry- 2

Kevin Claycomb- 2

Terry English- 2

Billy Moyer, Jr.- 2

Rick Combs- 2

Steve Francis- 2

Rick Eckert- 1

Shawn Negangard- 1

Ed Behn- 1

Billy Meredith- 1

Todd Rust- 1

Earl Plessinger- 1

Greg Johnson- 1

Royce McGowan- 1

Greg Williams- 1

Steve Barnett- 1

Eddie Carrier, Jr.- 1

Larry Wicker- 1

Joey Kramer- 1
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Super Late Model Track Champions

1995:  Garry Mahoney- Madison, Indiana

1996:  Steve Trabue- Scottsburg, Indiana

1997:  Jason Bingham- Hodgenville, Kentucky

1998:  Tim Tungate- Campbellsville, Kentucky

1999:  Tim Tungate- Campbellsville, Kentucky

2000:  Johnny Wheeler- Campbellsville, Kentucky

2001:  Joey Daniel- Liberty, Kentucky

2002:  Brad Neat- Dunnville, Kentucky

2003:  Bryan Barber- Buffalo, Kentucky

2004:  Joey Daniel- Liberty, Kentucky

2005:  Joey Daniel- Liberty, Kentucky

2006:  Jason Keltner- Campbellsville, Kentucky

2007:  Dustin Neat- Dunnville, Kentucky

2008:  Dustin Neat- Dunnville, Kentucky
2009:  David Webb- Nicholasville, Kentucky
[image: image7.jpg]BLUEGRASS.
SPEEDWAY




Jerry Rucker Memorial Fast Facts and Tidbits

-This event was first added to the Bluegrass Speedway schedule in early 2004 as a way to raise money for the late Jerry Rucker’s two sons’ college scholarship fund.  That event raised $5,000 for those two young men and their future college education.

-Tim Tungate won the inaugural running of the Jerry Rucker Memorial in 2004 and at that time, it was the largest to win event that Tungate had scored in his career.  He would go on later in the year and win the Battle of the Bluegrass sanctioned Kentuckiana Klash event to mark the biggest win of his career.  This event was arguable the best Late Model feature of the 2004 race season at Bluegrass as Tungate and Scott James would trade slidejobs the last half of the race, with Tungate winning the slidejob battle and the race.  Mike Jewell, Scott James, Jesse James Lay, and 2004 Bluegrass Speedway Late Model track champion Joey Daniel would complete the top five in the 2004 race.

-With the late Jerry Rucker being a second-generation racer, the 2004 Jerry Rucker Memorial event featured seven second-generation drivers in the feature field.  Those racers included Benji Lee, Cody Mahoney, Larry Wicker, Joey Kramer, Jeff Watson, Lee Devasier, and Michael Wooldridge.

-In 2005, former Bluegrass Speedway Late Model track champion Brad Neat of Dunnville, KY would win the second edition of the Jerry Rucker Memorial event over third generation racer Bryan Barber, Timmy Yeager, Mike Jewell, and second generation driver Michael England.  

-For 2006, a second generation pilot finally checked into victory lane in the Jerry Rucker Memorial event as 2006 Bluegrass Speedway Late Model track champion Jason Keltner of Campbellsville, KY scored his first ever Bluegrass Speedway feature win and the biggest win of his career to date by taking the checkered flag first after Jimmy Owens suffered a flat tire on the final lap of the race.  Keltner’s father, Terry Keltner, had raced with the late Mr. Rucker back from the mid 1970’s up through the early 1990’s.  Keltner’s win came over 2005 event winner Brad Neat, Whitney McQueary, 2005 track champion Joey Daniel, and Larry Greer.
-The 2007 event would see Tim Tungate become the first repeat winner of the race after a late race duel with Whitney McQueary that saw McQueary tangle with a lapped car with just three circuits remaining.  Tungate would then hold off a hard-charging Dustin Neat for the win, with Cody Mahoney, Rick Corbin, and Lee Devasier completing the top five.

-Dustin Neat of Dunnville, KY would turn in an absolute dominant performance in winning the 2008 Rucker Memorial event, lapping up to the fifth place finisher.  Completing the top five at this race were Terry English, Joey Daniel, Aaron Hatton, and first-time visitor Brett Wyatt.

-“The Kentucky Colonel” Steve Francis of Ashland, KY would make a guest appearance in D.J. Wells Rocket Chassis mount and pick up the 2009 edition of the “Rucker Race”.  Eighteen year old second-generation racer Dustin Linville would take runner-up honors, with another second-generation pilot in Jeff Watson finishing third after starting 13th.  Greg Johnson and David Webb would complete the top five.  

-There have been a total of 69 (sixty-nine) different drivers make at least one feature appearance in the Jerry Rucker Memorial event.  

-Joey Daniel and Lee Devasier have made the most starts in the Rucker Memorial races with five starts each.  .  Those drivers with four starts in the event include Tim Tungate, Jeff Watson, and Dustin Neat, while Ed Behn, Jordan Bland, Rick Corbin, Larry Greer, Mike Jewell, Whitney McQueary, Cody Mahoney, and Timm Yeager have three starts each. 

-Making the race for the first time in 2009 were Steve Francis, Dustin Linville, Greg Johnson, Justin Rattliff, Jason Smith, Dylan Preston, Terry Keltner, Steve Barnett, Jarryd Holshouser, and Jeremy Hines
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Jerry Rucker Memorial Roll-Call List

Bill Blair, Jr.- 1 (2004)




Michael Wooldridge- 2 (2004, 2006)

Bryan Barber- 2 (2005, 2007)



Bryant Woodcock- 2 (2006, 2008)

Ed Behn- 3 (2005, 2007, 2008)



Mike Watson- 1 (2006)

Jordan Bland- 3 (2005, 2007, 2008)


Timmy Yeager- 3 (2004, 2005, 2007)

Leo Brady- 1 (2007)




Jeff Watson- 4 (‘04, ‘06, ‘07, ’09)

Michael Chilton- 2 (2004, 2009)


Aaron Hatton- 1 (2008)

David Copley- 1 (2005)



Brett Wyatt- 1 (2008)

Michael Coontz-1 (2005)



Joey Jones- 1 (2008)

Cliff Clark- 2 (2005, 2006)



Kevin Colston- 1 (2008)

Rick Corbin- 3 (2006, 2007, 2008)


Johnny Wheeler- 1 (2008)

Tommy Carlton- 2 (2007, 2008)


Jacob Webber- 1 (2008)

Bobby Carrier,Jr.- 2 (2007, 2009)


Matthew Rigdon- 1 (2008)

Joey Daniel- 5 (2004, 2005, 2006, 2007, 2008)

Steve Francis- 1 (2009)

Lee Devasier- 5 (2004, 2005, 2006, 2007, 2009)
Dustin Linville- 1 (2009) 

Billy Dever- 1 (2005)




Greg Johnson- 1 (2009)

Michael England- 1 (2005) 



Justin Rattliff- 1 (2009)

Terry English- 1 (2008)




Jason Smith- 1 (2009)

Jerry Ellis, Jr.- 1 (2006)




Dylan Preston- 1 (2009)

Brandon Green- 1 (2005)



Terry Keltner- 1 (2009)

John Gill- 1 (2005)




Steve Barnett- 1 (2009)

Larry Greer- 3 (2006, 2007, 2009)


Jarryd Holshouser- 1 (2009)

Jason Hinkle- 1 (2007)




Jeremy Hines- 1 (2009)

Mike Jewell- 3 (2004, 2005, 2009)

Scott James- 1 (2004)

Joey Kramer- 1 (2004)

Jason Keltner- 2 (2006, 2009)

Sammy Kerr- 1 (2007)

Jesse Lay- 1 (2004)

Steve Landrum- 1 (2004)

Benji Lee- 1 (2004)

Bob Lanter- 1 (2004)

Whitney McQueary- 3 (2004, 2006, 2007)

Cody Mahoney- 3 (2004, 2005, 2007)

Billy Meredith- 1 (2004)

Tony McKinney- 1 (2007)

Dustin Neat- 4 (2004, 2007, 2008, 2009)

Brad Neat- 2 (2005, 2006)

Jimmy Owens- 1 (2006)

Jerry Rice- 1 (2004)

Daryl Rucker- 1 (2007)

Charles Ross- 1 (2007)

Patrick Sheltra- 1 (2005)

Brian Shewmaker- 1 (2005)

Tim Tungate- 4 (2004, 2005, 2007, 2009)

Joey Tackett- 1 (2007)

David Webb- 2 (2004, 2009)

Larry Wicker- 1 (2004)

